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FWFS President’s Report 2017 – 2018
Over the years since the Waltham Family School opened its doors in 2003, the program has served the needs
of over 270 hard-working English Language Learner families who strive to prepare their children for
Kindergarten and educa onal success. Last year, we engaged in a strategic planning process and data
conﬁrmed that the Waltham Family School program works! How wonderful to know that WFS lives up to the
mission of empowering English Language Learner families to be literate, self-suﬃcient and connected to
schools and the greater Waltham Community. More families are engaged in their children’s educa on
because of a ending WFS.
Simultaneously, we learned from surveys of incoming kindergarten families that there are s ll children
beginning Kindergarten without a formal preschool experience. More than two-thirds of these children
speak another language other than English at home. So we have local evidence that there are s ll children
from English Language Learner families who would beneﬁt from the preschool experience in our community.
The Board of the Friends of the Waltham Family School is commi ed to suppor ng the expansion of WFS to
oﬀer more families high quality preschool educa on in Waltham. In the summer of 2018, the FWFS board
established a Task Force focused on securing space and funding for a second preschool. The Task Force’s
work has just begun, and you will hear more from us in the coming months about the essen al need for a
second preschool classroom.
Over the past year, the Friends of the WFS has worked to strengthen partnerships and rela onships with
individuals, businesses and organiza ons in our community. We have lots to celebrate and be thankful for:
●

The Fiesta! for WFS had outgrown the func on room at Solea, and the Friends hosted the annual
event in the en re restaurant. Nearly 200 guests enjoyed the lively evening, and we raised over
$38,000 – the most yet for this event! For the third year in a row, WFS staﬀ were thrilled to
announce that eight former WFS preschool children were about to graduate from Waltham High
School in June, all college and career ready. Check out the Facebook Live for some of the seniors’
moving speeches.

●

The FWFS Advisory Council con nues to be a valuable resource for WFS. Members on the Council
are busy at work advoca ng for the Waltham Family School while also par cipa ng in Coffee &
Conversations, WFS Showcase, and the Fiesta! for WFS.

●

Thanks to a grant from the Rivers Givers Youth Philanthropy Program at the Rivers School in Weston
and Founda on for MetroWest, the WFS hired a bilingual summer intern, Jeﬀrey from Waltham High
School. How upli ing to see young people learning about nonproﬁt work, giving back to their
community and suppor ng other youth.

Lastly, my hear elt thanks to the many partners and supporters who are truly making a great diﬀerence in
the lives of Waltham children and families. Thank you especially to the City of Waltham for providing space
and the Waltham School Commi ee for their long standing and strong support. I wish we could also
personally thank every one of the individual, corporate and founda on supporters who make Waltham
Family School’s work possible. You are all a shining example of the truth stated within the Waltham Family
School’s mo o: “Together We Succeed!”
Sincerely,

Thomas Maehl, President, Board of Directors
Friends of the Waltham Family School, Inc.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THIS YEAR

Fiesta! for WFS went to a whole new level with the entire
Solea restaurant as our backdrop. FWFS hosted the
Fiesta! for WFS for nearly 200 guests who enjoyed the
fun evening!

Jeffrey (left) from Waltham High School worked as a
bilingual intern in the WFS summer preschool, thanks to
a grant from Rivers Givers Youth Philanthropy Program
at the Rivers School and Foundation for MetroWest.

During the year, WFS hosted the breakfast program
Coffee & Conversations four times with over 45
community guests, who met WFS parents and saw WFS
in action! Check the calendar for the upcoming Coffee &
Conversation.

FWFS Advisory Council members were an invaluable
resource to build awareness and engage new supporters.
Advisory Council member, Elizabeth Brach, (right)
interviewed alumni for the strategic planning and
presented the results at the 2017 FWFS Annual Meeting.

Volunteers provide vital support to WFS. Did you know that in the school year 2017‐2018
volunteers spent over 2,500 hours assisting with the preschool, adult ESOL and special projects?

Delia Soza
WFS Alumna, FWFS Advisory Member and
WFS Volunteer

Fun Fact about Delia: I like all kinds of crafts that I do with my
daughters. We also like to spend time together doing other activities
such as watching videos of nature and history or curious facts.

John Frassica
FWFS Advisory Council Member &
Waltham School Committee
What is your connection to WFS?

I have two daughters. I attended WFS with them in 2009 and graduated in 2011.
Why did you come to WFS?
I arrived in the USA in 2004 and I needed to communicate but I did not know what to do until I
found this program.

What is your favorite WFS memory?

What was the most important thing you learned from WFS?

What are you doing now?
Now my husband and I have our own business. Thanks to WFS, who supported me to achieve one of
my goals, I continued to learn English in other programs. Today I continue to support WFS and give
back to other families.

I started volunteering with the Waltham Family School when Program Coordinator Britta McNemar asked Rotary Club of
Waltham members to volunteer as readers for parents at the school. Today I am a member of the
Friends of the Waltham Family School Advisory Board, a member of the WFS Task Force, attend many
of the Coffee & Conversation gatherings, and I was this year’s Silent Auctioneer for the Fiesta! for
WFS.

What is your favorite memory or moment from your work with WFS?

The time I shared with my daughters doing activities together as a family. I like the support that
the WFS program gave to each one of us. It taught me to spend important time with my
daughters.

I learned to believe more in myself because when I learned English I felt safe to communicate and learn
more things.

Fun Fact about John: My family and I have camped twice from Boston,
Massachusetts to Disney World, Florida. I enjoy vegetable gardening, but
love taking care of my collection of bonsai plants. And, I am becoming a
“budding artist” with acrylic paints in the past two years.

Seeing the amazing advancements and accomplishments that parents and students have made each
time I visit is one of my most favorite moments at WFS. I continue to enjoy making new friends at the
school as I volunteer. I encourage others in the community to share their talent and time and to be
involved with the Waltham Family School.

Together We Learn
Together We Read

Susana Saldaña Sánchez

Together We Succeed!

WFS Assistant Program Coordinator

Waltham Family School relies on
lots of people to be successful.

What do you like about your job?

I have had the privilege to get to know families with young children eager to
take the next step: to learn English and to get their children ready for
Here are profiles of four people
Kindergarten.
For the last eight or so years, I have been assistant program
FWFS Board Member & WFS Volunteer
who make a difference in the
coordinator and that role has a wide range, from greeting the new families and
enrolling
them in the school, to support each one of them in whatever they might need, with the help
lives of WFS families.
Why do you volunteer at WFS and on the FWFS board?
of the resources in the Waltham community. I also have been the Interactive Literacy teacher for our
I have been volunteering in the WFS preschool for almost six years. After
families with children in Special Education PreK in the Public Schools. In this role, I facilitate the connection
taking a tour of the school and meeting some of the students and staff, I was immediately
between the parent and the school, so parent and teacher can partner in the child’s education. It is a very rewarding job.
impressed by the warm, generous, and hard working families, and their dedicated teachers.
I am very privileged to meet all these families and see them grow to become part of the Waltham community.
Volunteering in the classroom has made me feel like I am truly a part of this Family School, and I
What is your favorite memory or moment from your work with WFS?
am proud of the work we do together. Joining the Board helped me to expand my role and find
It is hard to pinpoint one moment in particular through all these years: from the welcoming of a new family in the Waltham
new ways of supporting the program.
Family School to, many years later, running into a family and finding out how they are doing, there are a lot of good moments
What is your favorite part about your work on the board?
to be celebrated and cherished. I enjoy every time I run into a graduate student who feels strongly that her experience at
WFS made her realized how important it is to get involved in her children’s education, and how her support has made a big
I have such respect and admiration for my fellow Board members, and all the unique talents and gifts they bring to the table.
impact in their lives. I am also fond of all the field trips we have had with the families enjoying their time together swimming
Most importantly, however, I love working with a group of fun, interesting, and diverse individuals that come together for
in the pond or picking apples.
the common purpose of giving back to their community.

Amy Schaffer

What have you learned from your experience?

What are you dreams for the WFS?

Working with preschoolers I learn something new every week! I've also learned so many interesting things about our families
and their varied cultures. But what I've consistently witnessed year after year is the tremendous amount of growth and
development in the children. WFS has undoubtedly prepared them for success in Kindergarten and beyond.

My dream is that our students become leaders in Waltham, that they
feel empowered to be part of their children’s school and the town
where they live.

Fun Fact about Amy: I am a competitive Ballroom dancer!

Fun Fact about Susana: I was born and raised in
Jerez de la Frontera, Cádiz, in Southern Spain.
You probably know my hometown as the capital
of Sherry wine (the only real Sherry wine, not
from anywhere else, but my town…)

FWFS FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
2017 ‐ 2018
Statement of Financial Position

FY2017 ‐ 2018

ASSETS
Unreserved Bank Accounts
Cash
Reserved per Instructions
Reserved for Development
Reserved for LCSW
Reserved Technology Grant
TOTAL ASSETS

$214,060
$161
$60,000
$0
$30,000
$3,600
$307,821

TOTAL LIABILITIES

$0

FY16‐17 NET ASSETS

$307,821

LIABILITIES

Statement of Activites

2017 ‐ 2018

INCOME
General Donations
Major Donations ‐ Restricted
Major Donations ‐ Unrestricted
Family Fair Income
Fiesta Income
Grants *
Interest
FY17‐18 INCOME **

$19,622
$30,000
$45,000
$0
$38,415
$13,760
$3,697
$150,494

FY17‐18 EXPENSES **

$31,014
$8,806
$22,583
$4,884
$57,605
$124,891

NET INCREASE IN ASSETS

$25,603

EXPENSES
Development Expenses
Event Expenses
Educational Programs
Administrative expenses & general
Waltham Public Schools Supplement

* Grants Received 2017‐2018:

** Unaudited FY17‐18 Financial Statement

City of Waltham Community Development Block Grant
Foundation For MetroWest: Family Support & Youth in Philanthropy Grants

FRIENDS OF THE WALTHAM FAMILY SCHOOL, INC.
2017‐2018

Board of Directors
Tom Maehl, President
David King, Treasurer
Tracy McMahon, Clerk
Members‐at‐large
Marina Paige Bartley
Mary Beth Kirsch
Bonnie Newman
Amy Schaffer
Kate Tranquada
Elaine Wong
Dr. Drew Echelson, Waltham Public Schools *
Britta McNemar, Waltham Family School *
* Ex Officio

FWFS Contractors
Patricia Deveaux, Koundakjian & Company, P.C.
Anne Dugan, AMD EventWorks, LLC.

Waltham Family School Staff
Britta McNemar, Program Coordinator
Susana Saldaña Sanchez, Assistant Program
Coordinator
Maria E. Vaquerano, Administrative Assistant
Bianca Weissman, Administrative Assistant
Kathleen Atwood, Interactive Literacy Teacher
Teresa Guzman, Interactive Literacy Assistant
Mary Beth Kirsch, ESOL Teacher & Spanish Literacy
Coordinator
Julie Leger, ESOL Teacher
Meg Maehl, WFS Preschool Lead Teacher
Maura McNiff, ESOL Teacher
Jennifer Stephens, WFS Preschool Teacher
Jennyfer Trigueros, WFS Preschool Assistant
Susan Viskin, ESOL Teacher

Advisory Council
Larry Bailis, Brandeis University
Elizabeth Brach, Educational Consultant
Debra Brush, Family ACCESS of Newton
Gabriela Canepa, Breaking Barriers
Constance Counts, Community Advocate
Marci Diamond, Diamond Family Circus
Kaytie Dowcett, Waltham Partnership for Youth
Rabbi David Finkelstein, Temple Beth Israel
John Frassica, School Committee
Keith Gilbert, Park Lodge Hotel Group
Francisca Guevara, Charles River Community Health
Teresa Guzman, WFS Alumna
Rachel Kramer Theodorou, Brandeis University
Kelly Linehan, Waltham Public Library
Kristen Lucken, Brandeis University
Jeannette MacInnes, Bentley University
Bob Marcou, Marcou Jewelers
Marie McKenzie, WPS, retired
Marci McPhee, Brandeis University
Mithra Merryman, Greater Boston Legal Services
Alla Ovechkis, Rockland Trust
Linda Rapciak, The Meadowbrook School
Mary Jo Rendon, Waltham High School
Nuria Sanchez, WFS Alumna
Delia Soza, WFS Alumna
Mary Sprogell, Whittemore Elementary School
Tom Stanley, Massachusetts State Representative
Dr. Nadene Stein, Waltham Public Schools
Pat Vasquezi, WPS, retired
Carlos Vidal, Waltham City Council
Mayor Jeannette McCarthy, City of Waltham*
* Ex Officio

I was scared to speak and I didn't understand
English. It was difficult to go to the doctor and
school meetings. Now I can do these things.
‐ Flor and Datiel

Friends of the Waltham Family School, Inc.

WFS Calendar of Events
FWFS Fourth Annual Meeting
Wednesday, October 24, 2018 @ 6:15 PM

Fiesta! For Waltham Family School
Thursday, March 14, 2019

Back to School Appeal Campaign
October 2018

Coffee & Conversation

Giving Tuesday Email Campaign
Tuesday, November 27, 2018

April TBD, 2019 @ 9:30 AM

WFS Showcase
Thursday, May 30, 2019 @ 10 AM – 12 PM

Coffee & Conversation
Wednesday, December 5, 2018 @ 9:30 AM

WFS Family Fair
Saturday, June TBD, 2019

Coffee & Conversation
Wednesday, February 6, 2019 @ 9:30 AM

WFS Graduation
Friday, August 2, 2019 @ 10:00 AM

Check the website for more information.

WFS is a wonderful opportunity for my child because
he understands the rules & writes his name, and will
be ready for kindergarten.
Hilda and Gabriel

CONTACT
Friends of the Waltham Family School, Inc.
510 Moody Street
Waltham, MA 02453
781‐314‐5696
friendsoftheWFS@gmail.com

My daughter likes to play and sing and paint with her
friends. WFS helps me with English so I can help my
children with homework. English also helps me at the
clinic and at my work
Marcela and Melanie

CONNECT
walthamfamilyschool.org
WalthamFamilySchool
@Wal_Fam_School

