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November 2018  
 

Dear Friend,  

When Giovanny stepped on stage this past June to receive his 
diploma from Waltham High School, he felt nervous but excited at the 
same time. Imagine how proud his mother, Blanca must have been: 
Giovanny is the first person in their family to graduate from high school!  

As a supporter of the Waltham Family School, you understand the 
importance of empowering families like Blanca’s. We are writing to ask 
you to consider giving to continue to help prepare more children for 
kindergarten and educational success.    

More than half of the parents in Waltham Family School have less than 
a sixth grade education. Blanca had to end her education after third 
grade in her native Guatemala, because she had to help her 
stepmother:  

My mom was alone,  and  I  needed  to work with her.  She  had a 

bakery. I would walk for miles and miles in the hot sun in sandals. 

It was hot to walk in the mountains to sell bread. I don’t have good 

memories  of  that  time.  That’s why  I  tell my  kids,  “you  need  to 

study. I know you need to work hard, but not like that.”  

Life was difficult when Blanca arrived in Waltham, but she learned from her friend Maria about a 
program that taught parents English and prepared their children for kindergarten. Maria was going 
to the Waltham Family School with her sons. Blanca told herself: I need to go there!  

First, I wanted to learn English, and I needed to prepare my kids for the elementary school. I knew 

that when they went to the WFS, they learned about numbers and colors. 

Blanca started in Waltham Family School in 2004 and after Giovanny entered Kindergarten, she 
continued in the program for four years with her daughter, Liz, in the Waltham Family School 
preschool. During that time she learned to speak, read and write English. 

I never get tired of saying thank you because if it weren’t for Waltham Family School, who opened 

the doors to me, life would still be difficult for me. Now I have a good job. I speak and understand 

English. I read English in my job, where I need to prepare food and all the recipes are in English. 

Thanks to her time in the Waltham Family School, Blanca works today in the cafeteria at Babson 
College, where she speaks English every day with students and staff. Like any parent, Blanca wishes 
for her children to have good futures.  

 

 

Giovanny and Blanca at Waltham 
High School Graduation in June 2018.   



I want them to be a good person. That they don’t forget where 

they come from. Because we started from the beginning, from 

the bottom to go up. They need to study hard, and they need 

to listen to have a good future in this life. I work hard, because 

I work 6 days a week so they can have the best opportunities.  

Blanca’s dreams are coming true because of her hard work and 
perseverance. She has seen her son graduate from high school 
and in a couple of years, her daughter will too.     

Today Giovanny is enrolled in Mass Bay College where he is 
studying Sports Management and Marketing. He realized his 
interest in sports management when he was the business manager for the Waltham Youth Hockey 
team, gold medalists at the CAN/AM Hockey Tournament in 2017. He appreciates the opportunity 
his mother and he got through Waltham Family School:  

Obviously, it changed not just my family’s life, but it changed many families’ lives as well. WFS 

has been a big opportunity and a big help, not just to families but also the City of Waltham.  

Blanca’s daughter, Liz is a sophomore at Waltham High School. She has dreams of enrolling at 
Northeastern University and going into the medical field. Her ultimate dream is to become a cardiac 
surgeon, as she loves science. But Liz hasn’t forgotten where she came from. This past summer she 
had the chance to give back through volunteering at the Waltham Family School preschool.   

I told [the preschoolers] “I used to come here. You guys are like me when I was younger.” They 

were really nervous about Kindergarten. I told them: “It’s going to be fine.”  

The parents in Waltham Family School work hard every day to set the powerful example for their 
children that education is important.  

You can show WFS families that you believe in education too  
by donating to the Friends of the Waltham Family School. 

Even though it has been years since Blanca went to Waltham Family School, she still expresses her 
gratitude for the opportunity to attend the program.  

A lot people help the WFS. Because of them, I learned English and I have a good opportunity to 
work and be better than I was in my country. Don’t stop helping. A lot of families still need to 
change their lives! 

Blanca is right! There are still families who need to prepare their children for kindergarten and learn 
English. Please join us in supporting families like Blanca’s. Will you consider making a monthly 
gift to Waltham Family School? Go to walthamfamilyschool.org to donate through PayPal. It allows 
you to set up a monthly donation with one click. It is easy, convenient and flexible. Or, you can mail 
a check with the enclosed form today.   

Thank you for supporting families by giving them the opportunity for education!  

         
Tom Maehl        Britta McNemar  
Friends of Waltham Family School, Inc.   Waltham Family School  

  
PS. Save the date for the annual fundraiser Fiesta! for WFS on Thursday, March 14, 2019.  

Blanca, Liz and Giovanny in 2006. 


