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FWFS   President’s   Report   2019   –   2020   
  

The   Friends   of   the   Waltham   Family   School   look   back   on   a   year   that   was   anything   but   normal!     

The   first   half   of   the   FWFS   fiscal   year   seemed   like   any   other   year.   At   our   annual   meeting   in   
October,    Friends   said   farewell   to   Bonnie   Newman,   its   first   member   to   step   off   the   Board   since   
its   inception   in   2014.   Nabirah   Brandon   shared   a   moving    story   about   how   she   found   the   
Waltham   Family   School   and   learned   to   read.     

In  February,  the  Friends  hosted  an  Advisory  Council  meeting  to  engage  Council  members  in  considering  how  each                   
might  further  support  the  Waltham  Family  School.  At  the  meeting,  Advisory  Council  members  John  Frassica,  from                  
the  Waltham  School  Committee  and  Bob  Marcou,  Marcou  Jewelers  shared  how  they  have  contributed  to  the                  
FWFS'  success  by  raising  awareness  and  funds.  This  well-attended  meeting  turned  out  to  be  our  last  in-person                   
event   in   2020.     

  
The   COVID-19   pandemic   affected   the   Friends   of   the   Waltham   Family   School   in   a   variety   of   ways:     

● In  March,  just  a  week  before  the  annual  fundraiser,   Fiesta!  for  WFS,  the  FWFS  Board  decided  to  postpone                    
and  later  to  cancel  this  celebratory  event.  It  was  a  hard  decision  that  was  soon  validated  by  the                    
governor’s  health  and  safety  protocols.  Although  the   Fiesta!  fell  short  of  its  fundraising  goal,  we  are                  
grateful  for  all  the  sponsors  and  ticket  holders  who  donated  their  sponsorship  and  ticket  funding  to  the                   
FWFS   in   lieu   of   the   event.     

● The  Friends  pivoted  the  fundraising  calendar  from  planning  in-person  events  to  virtual  fundraising.  We                
have  invested  in  technology  upgrades  such  as  a  new  fundraising  platform  that  makes  it  easier  for  people                   
to  support  our  mission  and  goals..  Another  great  new  tool  is  a  video  editing  program  we  have  successfully                    
used   to   make   video   newsletters.   Check   out   the   WFS   YouTube   Channel   to   see   the   great   updates.     

● This  year  the  Board  worked  diligently  in  a  newly  formed  structure  with  three  committees:  Development,                 
Finance  and  Governance.  The  committees  shifted  to  virtual  meetings  and  are  more  than  ever  committed                 
to   carrying   out   the   FWFS   mission   to   raise   funds   for   and   awareness   of   the   Waltham   Family   School.     

● Among  the  incredible  support  we  have  received  this  fiscal  year,  one  group  stands  out.  Waltham  Together                  
began  as  an  effort  from  a  group  of  Waltham  High  School  teachers  and  leaders  who  wanted  to  organize                    
collective  efforts  to  support  members  of  the  Waltham  community  who  are  suffering  during  the  COVID-19                 
pandemic.  Now  a  community  group,  their  members  donated  nearly  $3,000  to  the  FWFS  during  one  week                  
in   June.     

● The  year  has  offered  the  Friends  the  opportunity  to  have  lots  of  wonderful  phone  conversations  with  the                  
many  people  who  have  helped  and  supported  WFS  families,  staff  and  the  Friends.  Your  support  has                  
carried   us   through   this   challenging   year.     

The  Friends  continue  to  be  thankful  for  the  City  of  Waltham  for  providing  space  and  the  Waltham  School                    
Committee  for  their  long  standing  and  strong  support.  Lastly,  my  heartfelt  thanks  to  the  many  partners  and                   
supporters  who  stepped  up  and  are  truly  making  a  great  difference  in  the  lives  of  Waltham  children  and  families.  I                      
wish  we  could  also  personally  thank  every  one  of  the  individual,  corporate  and  foundation  supporters  who  make                   
Waltham  Family  School’s  work  possible.  You  are  all  a  shining  example  of  Waltham  Family  School’s  motto:                  
“Together   We   Succeed!”   

Sincerely,   

  
Thomas   Maehl,   President,   Board   of   Directors     
Friends   of   the   Waltham   Family   School,   Inc.   



HIGHLIGHTS FROM THIS YEAR   

  

The Friends hosted one Coffee & Conversation 
before the pandemic, offering community 
guests a chance to meet WFS parents and see 
WFS in action. The Friends plan a virtual version 
of Coffee & Conversation in 2021.  

FWFS hosted the first Advisory Council Kick Off meeting to 
engage its members in a discussion on how to support the
WFS. It turned out to be the last in‐person event we hosted 
in 2020.  

The pandemic shut down the state less than a week 
before  the Fiesta!  for WFS. Despite  closings,  FWFS 
were  able  to  raise  over  $33K,  thanks  to  generous 
sponsors and ticketholders!  

WFS  hosted  its  first  virtual  graduation  on  YouTube, 
allowing WFS  parents’  extended  family  to watch  from
across  the world. Although we were not  celebrating  in
person, it was still a meaningful ceremony.  

Although classes were not in session at 510 Moody Street, parents and children continued the lessons at home. 
The dedicated teachers and staff found creative ways to stay in touch with WFS families during the spring.  



I live in Newton (though my current home, since March, is 
in North Sandwich, NH). 

 

Why did you become a WFS volunteer? 
I came to WFS, at first, because I wanted to work with young chil-

dren.  My daughter and grandchildren had just moved to California, 
and I missed them.  Still do!  I was then asked to work in the ESOL class-

room, which I have loved doing. 
 

What have you learned from your experience at WFS? 
My favorite thing about volunteering at WFS is getting to know the women I meet working in the ESL 
classrooms. I have been so impressed by their great kindness – to me and to each other; their strength 
and courage and resilience, in coming to this country so far away, with an unknown language, a place 
not always welcoming, in difficult conditions; their intent to learn English and join their new community;  
their devotion to the well-being and education of their children; their sense of humor and love of celebra-
tions, always including LOTS of delicious food!!   
 

They are amazing!  And I admire them more than I can say. 

I grew up in two Connecticut small towns: 
Harwinton and Winsted. Waltham has been 
my hometown since 2001. 
 
Why did you join the FWFS Advisory Council?   
It was an honor to be asked! I am a true believer in the mission of the Waltham Family School: 
"Together we learn. Together we read. Together we succeed.” So simple and so powerful. 
 
What is your favorite thing about your work with FWFS?  
The collaboration and the passion of board and council members. 
 

What have you learned from your experience?  
Every experience in life is a learning experience. As an educator and 

educational leader, I have always been aware of the great value of 
a strong home-school connection. The Waltham Family School 

embodies that. Another important lesson that I have 
learned from the Waltham Family School is the  
  importance of building a foundation for student learning;  
    this is another aspect of the Waltham Family School  
     that is so very special. 

Eugenia Alvarado Barrios  
WFS Alumna, WFS Staff 

  Fun Fact: I like to go to the gym! 

I was raised in Tucson, AZ, live in  
Newton, MA and have worked in  
Waltham since 1982, now serving as 
Senior Associate Dean of Arts and  

Sciences for Undergraduate Education at Brandeis.. 
 

Why did you join the FWFS board?  
For me, to know the mission and accomplishments of the 
WFS is to love its families and staff. I joined the board to con-
nect Brandeis's social justice mission, and its students, faculty 
and staff to the WFS, and to contribute my own skills and financial re-
sources to support and advance the WFS/FWFS goals. I view education as a 
means of addressing societal inequities.  
 

What is your favorite part about your work on the board? 
I love getting to know the WFS families and alumni, staff, FWFS board and 

Advisory Council members, and all of the WFS supporters who care and do so much to address ineq-
uities of all kinds in our community. I find the loving commitment that is demonstrated to be inspiring. 
 

What have you learned from your experience? 
I've learned how invaluable our partnerships with the Waltham Public Schools, and local institutions, 
foundations, corporations, businesses, non-profits and individuals are. Every dollar and hour contribut-
ed makes a difference in the lives of WFS families. Together we succeed. 
. 

Elaine Wong  
FWFS Board Member 2014-Present 

I am from Guatemala. I attended Waltham Family School with my twins  
Jessyca and Jennyffer in 2015 when they started preschool.  When I started,  
I didn't speak English, and this opportunity changed my life. Our teachers  
always believed in our capacity to succeed.   
 
What is your role at WFS now? 
After I graduated from WFS I volunteered here for one year. Now I work as a 
WFS Preschool Teacher Assistant.   
 

What else are you doing now? 
I am pursuing an Associate degree in Early Childhood Education. In my job, I have the opportunity  
to learn from my boss all the techniques of a curriculum-based early childhood literacy program.  
It’s a great experience to combine this work with a seminar under the supervision of my  
academic advisor.  
 
What is a favorite WFS moment? 
When all the parents performed Little Red Riding Hood for the preschool.   
 
What are your dreams for WFS? 
To see the families continue their education after graduation, succeed, and  
follow their dreams.  

Nadene Stein 
FWFS Advisory Council Member  2015-Present 

Fun Fact: I have been walking a mile every day since 
the beginning of the school year - rain or shine. It is a very 
needed break in these times of online meetings! The photo 
here is of me at the end of a rainy day walk! If you are in 
the neighborhood of the high school during the day, let me 
know if you would like to join me! 

Lee Warren 
WFS Volunteer 

Fun Fact: One of my favorite things on these winter days is watching the birds come to 
the birdfeeders right outside my window. So far, we have had 9 kinds of birds here!! 

Fun Fact: I love babies, preschoolers, flowers, gardening, reading, 
and sports of all kinds.  

People who help WFS 
Together We Succeed! 
Waltham Family School relies on many people to 
be successful, such as these four people who 

make a difference in WFS families’ lives. 



$206,932



FRIENDS OF THE WALTHAM FAMILY SCHOOL, INC.  
 2019‐2020   

 

Board of Directors 
Tom Maehl, President 
David King, Treasurer 
Tracy McMahon, Clerk 
Members‐at‐large 

Marina Paige Bartley 
Mary Beth Kirsch 
Kristen Lucken 
Bonnie Newman  
Amy Schaffer 
Kate Tranquada 
Elaine Wong 
George Frost, Waltham Public Schools * 
Britta McNemar, Waltham Family School *  
 

* Ex Officio 

 

 

FWFS Contractors 
Patricia Deveaux, Koundakjian & Company, P.C. 
Anne Dugan, AMD EventWorks, LLC. 
 
 
 

Waltham Family School Staff 
Britta McNemar, Program Coordinator  
Susana Saldaña Sanchez, Assistant Program 

Coordinator  
Jennyfer Trigueros, Program Support Assistant 
Kathleen Atwood, Interactive Literacy Teacher 
Jeri Bayer, ESOL Teacher 
Michele Houdek, ESOL Teacher 
Julie Leger‐Fullerton, ESOL Teacher 
Mary Beth Kirsch, ESOL Teacher & Spanish Literacy 

Coordinator 
Meg Maehl, WFS Preschool Lead Teacher  
Crisel Mendez, WFS Preschool Assistant 
Jennifer Stephens, WFS Preschool Teacher 
 

 

 

Advisory Council 

Liz AlJammal, School Committee 
Larry Bailis, Brandeis University 
Elizabeth Brach, Educational Consultant 
Debra Brush, Family ACCESS of Newton 
Gabriela Canepa, Breaking Barriers 
Constance Counts, Community Advocate 
Kit (Katharine) Cunningham, The Rivers School  
Kaytie Dowcett, Waltham Partnership for Youth 
Rabbi David Finkelstein, Temple Beth Israel 
Bill Fowler, Former City Councillor 
John Frassica, School Committee 
Keith Gilbert, Park Lodge Hotel Group 
Dr. Liz Homan, Waltham Public Schools 
Tammi Kibler, ServPro 
Rachel Kramer Theodorou, Brandeis University 
Marya Levenson, Brandeis University 
Kelly Linehan, Waltham Public Library 
Jeannette MacInnes, Bentley University 
Bob Marcou, Marcou Jewelers  
Mithra Merryman, Greater Boston Legal Services 
Bonnie Newman, Consultant, retired 
Alla Ovechkis, Rockland Trust 
Gwen Pojasek, Chapel Hill‐Chauncy Hall 
Linda Rapciak, The Meadowbrook School 
Mary Jo Rendon, Waltham High School 
Nuria Sanchez, WFS Alumna 
Brian Shea, Bentley University 
Delia Soza, WFS Alumna  
Mary Sprogell, Waltham Public Schools 
Tom Stanley, Massachusetts State Representative 
Dr. Nadene Stein, Waltham Public Schools 
Sandra Vasquez, Dual Language School  
Pat Vasquezi, WPS, retired 
Carlos Vidal, Waltham City Council 
Jonathan White, Bentley University 
Mayor Jeannette McCarthy, City of Waltham* 
 

* Ex Officio 

 

 

 
 
 
 

I found myself lost without knowing 

how to ask for help. Now I can ask for 

help and this makes me feel very good. I 

want to help in my children’s education, 
get work, and communicate well. 

‐ Glenda 



Friends of the Waltham Family School, Inc. 

Board Changes in 2019‐2020 
 

Thank you Bonnie 

 
At the annual meeting in October 2019, the FWFS 
Board said farewell to Bonnie Newman, its first 
member to step off the Board. Bonnie will stay in 
touch through the FWFS Advisory Council.  
Thank you for sharing your talents with the FWFS 
Board!  
 

 

Welcome Kristen 
   
In March 2020, Kristen Lucken joined the FWFS Board. Kristen had served as an Advisory 
Council member since its creation in 2015. Kristen teaches as a faculty member at Brandeis 
University courses on immigration, global migration and religion.  
Welcome and we are looking forward to working with you!  
 
 

CONTACT 

Friends of the Waltham Family School, Inc.   
510 Moody Street  
Waltham, MA  02453  

 781‐314‐5696  
 friendsoftheWFS@gmail.com 

 

CONNECT  

 walthamfamilyschool.org   
 WalthamFamilySchool  
 @Wal_Fam_School 

Now that I am learning English, I can better understand 
people any place.  When I go to the doctor, my English 
has helped me a great deal.  Now I understand more 

when I meet with my daughter’s teacher. 
Edualdina 

I had a bad experience at the hospital once because I 
didn’t understand English.  I never want to be humiliated 
again.  Now I understand better.  I want to have better 

job opportunities and to help my child. 

Dayana 


